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Oral Truth, as diftinguifh’d from Natural 
| and Metaphyfical, 1s acknowledg’d by 

Philofophers and Divines to be a Con- 
formity between our Words and Thoughts. Bat 
if this Vertue refults froma Similitude between 
the Signification and the Thing fignify’d, it may 
with Parity of Reafon be Pabons: a to all other ex- 
terior Marks, by which we are guided by Nature 
to communicate the Sentiments and Affections of 
theSoul. ‘The Motions of aur Limbs, the Figure 
of our Faces, and our Gettures, are as really ex- 
preflive as Words themfelves, of the Difpofition 
of the Heart, and the “Ideas of the Mind. Our 
Looks and Behaviour, which are the filent Rheto- 
rick of the Body, are the Interpreters of our 
Thoughts and Paffions, as well as the founding 
Organ in the Mouth. The Eye by its Glances, 
the Cheeks by their Blufhes, the Mouth by its 
Smiles, and the Forehead and Brows by their 
various Contractions and Expanfions plainly difco- 
ver our internal Temper. Hence the Sculptor and 
the Painter, who are eminent intheir Art, are able 
to exprefs in the Countenance, Eyes and Poftures 
of their Figures, Shame and Horror, Fear and 
Joy, Admiration and Love, irigghe utmoft Perfe- 
ion. One animates his Canvas, and the other 
his Marble, with paffionate Emotions, and exhibits 
the whole Soul in naked or in colour’d Lines ; and 
tho’ the Statue and the Piature are deftitute of 
Words, they frike our Imaginations with great 
Force, and touch our Affeétions with unvocal Elo- 


quence. if the Mind and its Perturbations are 
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expreisa io much to the Life in the Copy, they 
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leait be as {trong in the Original. 
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Since our Looks and Geftures are defign’d to 
convey to each other our inward Sentiments, when 
they are perverted from this End, and we at any 
‘Time wear an Afpeét, or affume an Appearance 
contrary to the Temper and Senfe of our Minds, 
with Purpofe to deceive the Speftator, we are as 
truly guilty of Diffimulation in this Difformity 
of our Souls to our outward Demeanour, as we 
are in the Difflimilitude between them and our ar- 
ticulate Expreffions. This is Immorality in the 
Face, Hypocrify in our Geftures, and Fraud and 
Impofture in our outward Deportment. 

Nothing is more fallacious, then to guefs at the 
Soul by the outward Afpe&t. "Tis true, fuch na- 
tive Simplicity, Benevolence and Humanity, fuch 
Openels and Ingenuity are feen in the Counte- 
nances of fome, that as foon as they appear we 
are prejudic’d im their Favour. Some, on the 
contrary, have Lines fo intricate and difigreeable, 
and fuch a defigning dark Look ; and in others 
we obferve fuch a firm Adlurance, fuch harfh and 
forbidding Features, and {uch a mifchievous and 
fatal Countenance, that the Knave in one, and the 
Mifcreant in the other are con{picuous at firit 
Sieht. Tho’ this is often true, the Obfervation 
however is not to be extended too far; for we 
frequently meet with Perfons of excellent Quali- 
ties, who have no Marks in their Faces that pro- 
mife Vertue or Ingenuity 5 while others, ro conceal 
their Viccs, fo well counterfeit the external Ap- 
pearance of Probity, Compaffion and Benevolence, 
that they often impofe on the World, and carry on 
their ill Defigns under that Mask with Succels. 
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Larva ita Celebe.ted In®anee of this Kind. His 
fertonis gracetul, and his Features agreeable. With 
this Advantagy, he is at the fame time as great a 


perhaps appeard among Mankind 3; and being 
cuitivated by the moit cetind Kules, and improv’d 
by affiduous Practice, he equals the moit famous 
Hypocrites that have flourish’d in any Country or 
Aor. His Soul is potets’d of a 1 Kinds of Vice in 
their greateit Height, yet his Aipect is the Seat ot 
all the contrary Vertucs. He 1s moft clearly un- 
derftood, by affigaing the contrary M-animg to 
what he profefles. If le affirms a ‘Thing as true 
which he knows is falie, or makes a folemn Pro- 
nufe which he never intends to pertorm, he adds 
tO repeated Proteitations of his being im earneft 
all the Marks of Sincerity which are peculiar to 
the Looks and Geitures, exaétiy pertonates a Man 
of Vertue and Honour, and has all the Show of 
Integrity, without any thing of tae Reainy, Wane 
he derides and hates your Perfon, he wiil carefs 
vou with the molt cndearing Expreffions and 
"ran{ports of Joy. And tho’ he has often deceiv’d 
his Acquaintance, and they as often have relolw’d 
no more to be deceiv’d, yet the finifh’d Hypocrite 
will {till work fome new Miracle of a Lie to con- 
firm their Faith, and engage them to believe again. 


There isnot a ereater Diffimilitude between the 
Mind and the outward Expreflions of tt, than in 
well-bred Perfons, who have not conquer’d, but 
learn’d to conceal their Paffions. 

Rabeira is a Gentleman of fuch a cholerick Spirit 
among his Dometticks, that he often feems trant- 
ported to a Degree of Frenzy; yei when he goes 
abroad among his Friends, or Company comes 
home to him, he is prefently the moit eafy and 
affable, the moft kind and obliging Man in the 
World. If he hears that a Perfon 1s come to vifit 
him whom he perfectly hates, he flies out at his 
very Name into the utmoft Diforder; yet as foon 
as he appears, he runs to him, takes him in his 
Arms, and falutes him with the tendereft Expref- 
fions of Friendfhip 5 he is infinitely oblig’d to him 
for his odious Vifit, and highly pieas’d with the 
Company of one whom above all others he abhors 5 
and by this Means he fends the Gentleman away 
extremely fatisfy’d with his Reception. ‘To be a 
Mafter of this Addrefs is often the chief End of 
Life among Men of Condition. ‘Thus Rabezra, like 
many o:hers of his Rank, from a Principle of 

ood Breeding, ftrives to oblige and make every 
Man eafy, and fubftitutes an outward Refemblance 
inftead of real Benevolence. In this he has ac- 
quir’d fuch mafterly Skill, that by his ria De- 
meanor and vehement Declarations of Kindnefs, 
now teking you by the Hand, now leaning on your 
Shoulder, with Smiles and Looks that ufe to at- 
tend Sincerity, the confummate Diffembler will 

perfwade you he is in earneft; yet he embraces 





the next he meets inthe firme Tranfoort, and ft 5 
a perticular Relpect to every Man in Sida ey = 
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Vility confiltins in nothing elfe but a Form of 
Words and a Set of Geitures, which he utes in 
the fame mechanical Manner to allhe knows, with- 
out any mward Emotion or Concern. 

Initead of being an afiectionate Husband and 
taking Pieafure in his Lady’s Cojivertation. te is 
extremely decent, never contradidts her in rude 
Manner, and never complies with her Perfwafions 
or Kequelts: He treats her with the Behaviour 
of a Gentleman, 2s he would any other Woman 
of Quality, and “pays this cold iquivalent of a 
courtly Refpect mitead of an induigent conjugal 
Affection, However thefe well-bred Men, who make 
their beco ning Addreis without any inward Paffion 
pals tor Friend {hip and Geodwiil, do at leatt give 
their Approbation to Vertue ; and were it as ealy to 
practie, as to coinmend it, they would no doubt 
enpage in the Purfuit of it. But while their In. 
teretis, Prejudice sand the Power of ill Propenfions 
anc coniirny’d tiabitcs will not admit the Recepti- 
on of genuine Vertue, they put on the external 
Marks, and make cood Manners iupply the Place 
ot Morality. Tis sndeed: truc, that tho’ this will 
net much avail the well-bred Iiypocrite, yet ’tis 
much lefs hurrful ro Scciety. A Knave ot creat 
Civility, and of a gentile Behaviour, is more 
{.pportable than a rugged ill behav’d Mifcreant, 
and we are better picasd to be cheated witha 
good Giace and the handiom Manner of a Cour- 
tier, who is never in earneit, than by a jurly 
Clown or a rough Blockhead. ‘ 

It is no Wonder if we find Infances of this 
Kind too among the other Sex. Morella has the 
greatelt Sweetnefs and Simplicity that ever ap- 
pear'd in a lovely Face. She is ofended with dit 
orderly Behaviour, impatient of immodeft Dif. 
courle, yet harbours within the moft exorbitant 
Inclinations, and vicious Habits. Beneath the 
charming Veil of a gentle, foft and unaffur’d Coun- 
tenance, the alluring Syren conceals an unbridled 
Defire of Pleafure, which to gratify, the profti- 
tutes her Honour, violates her Vows, and expoles 
her Body to painful Dittempers, and her Mind to 
cutting Remorfe. Is it poffible, that the Art of 
Lying by Looks and Geitures can be more im- 
provd or adorn’d, than it is in this engaging 
Hypocrite 2 She knows that a Face cover’d with 
Biufhes has that attraStive Power over the Minds 
of Men, that even Beauty, without their Affitt- 
{tance, makes but a faint Impreflion. Her Defign 
therefore being to enfnare and captivate the other 
Sex, fhe poilons her Darts with diffembied Inno- 
cence, and arms her Eyes with refittlefs Modefty ; 
while her uncautious Admirers, betray’d by artful 
Appearances, too late difcern their unhappy Mr 
{take, and by the fair Impottor are at once ¢n- 
lighten’d and undone. 
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